Hierarchical Models of Attitude.
Although the philosophy of science literature argues that a distinction should be made between different levels of abstraction, it is only recently that such models have been developed and estimated by researchers in the social sciences. Estimation of such hierarchical models, which was not possible earlier, is made easier by the work of Bentler and Weeks (1979) and Joreskog and Sorbom (1981). This paper illustrates the application and use of hierarchical models using the structure of attitude as an example. Hierarchical models of attitude showed considerably better fit and interpretable results than the non-hierarchical model. Such models also appear to be a better way to conceptualize and estimate models in the presence of collinear constructs. Caution should be exercised, however, as higher-order models may not be uniquely determined.